LAYTONSVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
 MEETING MINUTES
March 19, 2012
Roll Call:
The regular meeting of the Laytonsville Historic District Commission (HDC) was called to order by Chair Sheree Wenger at 7:30 p.m..  Commission Members Joann Howes, Charley Hendricks, Michele Shortley and Jill Ruspi were present. Alternate Lisa Simonetti was absent. 
Attendance:   Guests Doug and Carole Boyland, and Brian and Brandon Galuska were present. 
Minutes:
The minutes from the meeting of January 16, 2012, were presented and approved as amended. Action was deferred for approval of the February meeting minutes.
Preliminary Statement by Chair:
The preliminary statement was not read.
Eagle Scout Project – Brandon Galuska:

Boy Scout Brandon Galuska of Troop 1323 presented an idea for his Eagle Scout project. Brandon proposes to demolish the trash burner/barbeque behind the Town Hall and replace it with a fire pit. The existing structure is falling down and unsafe as the mortar and stacks are cracking badly.  A new fire pit would be used to continue the tradition of flag retirement ceremonies at the Town Hall.  Brandon stated that he would also like to add benches around the fire pit. He noted that he had done some research and found that the existing structure was built in the 1980s hence it is not historically significant.  Chair Wenger suggested that Brandon seek advice for the safest method of dismantling the structure.  Member Ruspi suggested checking with the Fire Department for ideas and regulations for the fire pit. 
Continuation of Hearing for Application # HDC  WP-01-12:  
The hearing for application #HDC WP-01-12 continued for Boyland Electric, Inc. of 21516 Laytonsville Road.  Decisions had been deferred on the façade, windows, planters, door and signage.  
The Boylands provided several conceptual drawings showing options for the façade. 
Front Façade – the Boylands proposed covering the front facade with a synthetic stone known as Brick-it in Sage Valley color. The saw-tooth roofline would be smoothed out and come to a peak. The application requests installation of a brick façade across the front of the building and halfway down the sides to the point where the fence begins. The block on the back of the building is painted tan to match the brick.
Planters – the application requests brick planters to be installed at the front corners of the building starting one foot from the front door and going to the edge of the building. The planters would be one foot high and would be covered with the same Brick-it synthetic stone material that covers the front of the building. 
Front door – the application requests replacement of the front door with a single pane door with a bronze colored aluminum frame. 
Awning/Sign – the application proposed either a black awning or a sign on the building with the name ‘Boyland Electric’.  The applicant stated that they preferred the awning and Commission members agreed.  The awning hangs over all of the windows and the door with 4 gooseneck LED lights above it. A backlit logo above and in the center of the awning will have a red lightning bolt and the letter ‘B’.  The intensity will be comparable to the ‘17’ sign on the Laytonsville District Volunteer Fire Department. 
Front Window – the application requests replacement of the existing window with another fixed window. Options for windows with grids and without grids were presented. The proposed windows are double- paned and powder coated bronze colored aluminum.
Member Hendricks made the motion that relative to the front of the building at 21516 Laytonsville Road, the HDC approve the plan from the presented rendering known as Exhibit B with the door from Exhibit A.  The approval is for new fixed paned windows and a new single paned door with bronze colored aluminum trim. Approval is granted for a black awning over all the windows and doors with the name ‘Boyland Electric’ on the awning and four 8-10 watt LED gooseneck lights above the awning.  Approval is granted for a backlit logo above the awning in the center of the building with a red lightning bolt and the letter ‘B’, with intensity comparable to the sign on the front of the Laytonsville District Volunteer Fire Department. Approval is granted to cover all walls and planters in the synthetic stone Brick-it material in Sage Valley color and the roofline to be altered to come to a peak as shown in Exhibit B. One-foot high planters on both sides of the door are approved as shown in Exhibit B.  Member Howes seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved.
Accessory Building - Mr. and Mrs. Boyland discussed their desire to add an accessory building to the back of their property for storage of equipment and 2 bays for trucks. The proposed size of the building would be 60 feet in length by 40 feet and 24 feet tall. 
Chair Wenger stated that the proposed size would be the tallest accessory building in Town, with the largest being behind the gas station at 23 feet. Chair Wenger stated that there are not clear rules and the vision of the HDC is to retain and enhance the aesthetic value of the properties in the Town.  The HDC must be mindful of decisions creating a precedent. She also stated that consideration had to be given to the property owners behind. 
There was discussion about styles of accessory buildings that would fit with the character of the Town, while serving the function required by the Boyland’s business. It was agreed to get pictures of various styles as a starting point to working out a solution. 

New Business:
None

Adjournment:
There being no further business, Member Ruspi made the motion to adjourn the meeting which was seconded by Member Howes. Motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by,
Charlene Dillingham
Clerk, Town of Laytonsville
